
 

 

THE HARVEST  
 

PASTOR’S PONDERING 
 

Threshold moments.  Our lives are full of them.  Threshold moments are those clearly marked 

points in our life which separate two sections – just as the threshold separates the home from the 

outside. It is a marker that things are different from this point forward.  Things like birth, first 

days of school, getting a driver’s license, graduating, moving away to college or to join the 

military or to take a ‘real’ job, weddings, funerals.   

  Our church is facing a couple threshold moments right now.  Hopefully soon we will take 

the step to have a full-time Director of Discipleship for Children & Youth. We invite you to keep 

this process in prayer. This fall (maybe Octoberish but don’t hold me to that) we will cross a 

literal threshold as we move into the new sanctuary/office/education building and begin 

worshiping and growing in that new space.  I know we are all excited about what ministries will 

be possible with that much space available.  Please also keep that process in prayer. 

  Jesus constantly crossed thresholds in his ministry.  When he came to earth as an infant 

and experienced what it meant to be human he crossed a threshold.  He crossed literal and 

figurative threshold to have meals with Simon the Pharisee and Matthew the Tax-Collector.  He 

crossed multiple thresholds to speak to the woman at the well in Samaria (physical boundaries, 

as well as cultural ones around ethnicity/race/gender/social status).  And of course that greatest 

threshold that comes to all of us – death – Jesus crossed over into death, and then in the miracle 

of the Resurrection he crossed back into life.  

  Jesus calls us to imitate him. To cross thresholds and meet people where they are.  For 

too long the Church (as a whole, not just our local congregation) has been content to wait until 

someone crossed the threshold to come into our church.  But Jesus’ great Commission wasn’t: 

“Wait here until they come to you”, no he told those who followed him: “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:19-20)"; “And he said to them, "Go into all 

the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation (Mark 16:19)”.  

  What threshold is God calling you to cross so someone can hear the Gospel of love, joy, 

and hope? I hope you are faithful and obedient to step out into faith knowing God has gone 

before, God will come behind, and God is going with you. 

          See you in Worship! Rev. Danielle  

   



RIO TEXAS HARVEY RELIEF 

 

Ladies, 

 

Today is my one year anniversary working as a Disaster Case Manager for Rio Texas 

Conference.  I wanted to share my thanks and that of the Conference for your hospitality and for 

all the help you have offered with our recovery efforts.  I also wanted to give you an update - 

please feel free to share with the church and others in the community. 

 

As of July 23, 2019, we are serving 26 clients in Karnes County, with a few others still filling out 

required paperwork to enter the program.  Four of those clients have had their cases approved for 

funding by the Rio Texas Conference, totaling almost $50,000 in home repairs.  Another four 

cases, totaling almost $40,000, should be approved next week.  Eight have applied for assistance 

through the Texas General Land Office's Homeowner Assistance Program and are awaiting 

paperwork and inspections; that program will demolish and completely rebuild the homes.  The 

estimated damage to each of these homes is over $50,000.  One client has applied for the 

Samaritan's Purse Manufactured Home Replacement program, which will replace their 

manufactured home.  One other client is still trying to decide whether to apply for the GLO HAP 

or the Samaritan's Purse.  Five clients are awaiting inspection to determine which program to 

pursue.  Two clients are renters; they will be applying to the Red Cross for basic assistance.  The 

final client had damage that was not to the primary residence, and so we are referring that client 

to another program. 

 

If you or anyone else knows of other people who are still in need of assistance, now is the time to 

apply.  Our grant is beginning to wind down; the current plan is to take new clients through the 

end of August, with our offices probably closing in February.  At this time there are no other 

organizations helping in Karnes County.  I will be reaching out to county and city officials to try 

to get something set up so that after we close up shop recovery can continue.   

 

Thanks again for being a blessing to those in need, 

Jamie Purcell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPROVE BOARD MINITUES  

The United Methodist Church met on June 11, 2019 at 5:30 p.m.  The following persons were present: 
 
Bil Homeyer,  Board Chairman                                        Mark Gotthardt, Lay Leader 
Stephanie Porter, Mission & Endowment Chairman   Dana Buehring, Administrative Assistant 
Glenda Baker, Co-Chairman Hospitality                         James Hays-Trustee Chairman  
Judy Murphy, Treasurer  
 
Bil Homeyer welcome everyone and the meeting was opened with prayer by him. 
 
The minutes of the meeting from May 21, 2019 were presented.  Motion was made by James Hays, 
seconded by Mark Gotthardt to approve minutes with corrections “lift the credit limit this one time for 
Mission Account.   All voted “FOR” this motion and motion carried. 
 
The matter of Jauer Farm Supply purchases were discussed and the bill should go to Building Fund.   
 
The matter of pews and chairs for the new sanctuary  was discussed and Dana Buehring was instructed 
to go through the old minutes from one year ago about pews and chairs discussion.  
 
Judy Murphy, Treasurer presented the financial statements for the month of May, 2019.  They need to 
be  approved.  Motion was made by James Hays, seconded by Glenda Baker to approve financial 
statements as presented.  All voted “FOR” this motion and motion carried.  
 
The matter of the Youth Account needs money to pay for the Junior High Trip was discussed.  Motion 
was made by Stephanie Porter, seconded by Glenda Baker to transfer $ 10,500.00 from the General 
Operating Account into the Youth Account.  All voted “FOR” this motion and motion carried.  
 
Stephanie Porter informed the Board that Paloma Place in Floresville gave her a wish list and we are 
going to use Vacation Bible School offering to help with their wish list.   
 
Stephanie Porter also informed the Board that members of our church family need help paying for beds.  
Motion was made by Mark Gotthardt, seconded by James Hays to pay off what they owe from Aarons.   
All voted “FOR” this motion and motion carried.  
 
The matter of the Senior Scholarship money was discussed and motion was made by Glenda Baker, 
seconded by James Hays that next year give all seniors the money directly to the graduate.  All voted 
“FOR” this motion and motion carried.   
 
The matter of the Building was discussed and we are waiting for the elevator.   
 
There being no further business to come before the Board everyone said the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
 

 
Sunday, August 11, 2019  
11:00 a.m.  
Please bring back- 
packs to Church 
 
 
 
 
WATER TO ATHELETS  

 

Summer practice are hot, hard work for all our students.  We are going to bless the 

Football team, the High Steppers, the Volleyball team, the Cross Country team, 

and the Band, by bringing cold water and cold Gatorade to them during one of their 

water breaks.  You can help by donating bottled water or the small bottles of 

Gatorade. You can bring it to the Mission Hall and stack it up under the sign that 

says "Operation Cold Water". We will also need some people to help hand them 

out and collect trash., if you'd like to do this please send an email/text/FB message 

or a sticky note with your name and "Operation Cold Water" on it.   

 

- Coach Wood has invited us to come August 5 at 12:30 

- Mrs. Perales has said yes, but not gotten back to me with a day or time (I will 

pass it along when I have it) 

- I'm still waiting to hear from Coach Johnson, Coach Card, and Mr. Rodriguez (if 

any of you have connections can you follow up and ask them to check their school 

email for this offer)   



 

 
BACK TO SCHOOL  
 
August 14, 2019  
 
God of wisdom and might, we praise you for the wonder of our being, 

for mind, body and spirit. Be with our children as they begin a new 

school year. Bless them and their teachers and staff. Give the strength 

and grace as their bodies grow; wisdom and knowledge to their minds as 

they search for understanding; and peace and zeal to their hearts. We ask 

this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

                                                            Dear First United Methodist Church,  
Thank you all so much for your financial gift and donation  

Of art supplies.  Your gifts will help to bring smiles to children 
And families. 

Sincerely,  
Ashley Jesse, Program Director, Paloma Place   

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS FOR JULY
  
Operating Account               $ 7,931.66                                                           
 
Mission Account                     $    450.00   
 
Building Account                    $ 6,447.00                                                                                                                                                                  
 
Youth Account                          $  250.00 
 
Average Attendance                    66                                     
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